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HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT ZOONOTIC DISEASES?
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WHAT IS RABIES?

Rabies is a deadly, zoonotic disease 
caused by Lyssavirus.

Rabies spreads to people and animals via 
saliva.

The virus can enter a body through open 
wounds, bites and scratches and as a 
result of licks on broken skin, eyes, nose 
or mouth by an infected animal

Image Source: Gamma AI Generator



FACTS ABOUT RABIES
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WORLDWIDE RABIES DISTRIBUTION

Highly Affected Mildly Affected Rabies Free
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RABIES DEATHS IN INDIA IN 2022

STATE DEATHS

Delhi 48

West Bengal 38

Andhra Pradesh 29

Karnataka 29

Maharashtra 29
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HOW RABIES SPREADS?

A rabid dog bites another dog and 
rabies virus enters the body via 
the wound 1

Virus attaches to the nerve cells 
and moves towards the brain

2

Virus reaches the brain where 
it causes inflammation and
severe neurological symptoms 

3
Virus spreads to other organs
 including salivary glands

4

Rabies travels via the nervous 
system to the brain

2

The virus multiples and is shed in 
the saliva = the dog becomes ill 
and infectious

3

Virus present in the saliva of 
infected animal enters the body 
through the bite 

1
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LETHARGY HYPERSALIVATION
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DOG BITE CASES

Maharashtra Mumbai

Maharashtra reported the highest number of dog bite 

cases in 2023. In the state last year, there were over 4.35 

lakh dog bite cases reported - 1,192 incidents per day.

Mumbai used to report over 80,000 dog bites annually, which has 

now reduced to around 55,000 per annum, or averaging to around 

150 cases daily, but none are fatal.
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WHAT TO DO IF BITTEN?

Wash Wound
Wash the bite thoroughly with soap 

and water for 15 minutes.

Apply Antiseptic
Use antiseptic like Betadine or iodine 

to prevent infection.

Hospital Visit
Go to the hospital immediately for anti-

rabies injections.
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WHAT NOT TO DO?

Home Remedies Covering Wound
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Fraudulent Practices



Rabies 
100% fatal

but
100% preventable 
through vaccines

17



RABIES ELIMINATION INITIATIVES – Zero by 30

Government of India 
launched National Rabies 
Control Programme 
(NRCP) for prevention 
and control of Rabies

Ministry of Fisheries 
Animal Husbandry & 
Dairying and Ministry of 
Health & Family Welfare 
jointly launched ‘National 
Action Plan For Dog 
Mediated Rabies 
Elimination (NAPRE) 
from India by 2030’

The Central Government 
has framed the Animal 
Birth Control (Dogs) 
Rules, 2023 which is to be 
implemented by the local 
authority to control the 
population of stray dogs. 
The main focus of the 
rules is on anti-rabies 
vaccination of stray dogs 
and neutering of stray 
dogs as means of 
population stabilization.

NRCP NAPRE ABC Rules

A targeted initiative to 
vaccinate 70% of 
Mumbai’s free roaming 
dogs. The MREP 
functions on the 
partnerships fostered by 
the BMC with NGOs for 
on-ground efforts coupled 
with Mission Rabies’ 
data-driven approaches.

MREP



STRAY DOG POPULATION IN INDIA
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COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITY

Proper Disposal Responsible Pet Ownership

Human-Animal Coexistence Sterilisation
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